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Abstract

The issue of Russian political identity has become an active political tool in recent decades, not just a form
of self-assessment. The Russian political elite uses civilizational narratives to legitimize its foreign policy

actions, especially in the post-Soviet space, where Georgia is a particularly vulnerable case.

This article examines how the discourse of Russian political identity is transformed into an instrument of
hybrid influence in Georgia. Based on historical, cultural, and geopolitical foundations, Russia develops
political strategies that are often selective and strategically oriented. These strategies have been used to
justify various forms of hybrid pressure since the 1990s. Such measures include incitement of separatism
among the Abkhazian and Ossetian populations, the spread of disinformation through media channels,
and cyberattacks targeting Georgian political and governmental platforms. These mechanisms aim to

influence political preferences and shape public opinion.

The study is based on a qualitative discourse analysis of academic literature, political speeches, and
disinformation narratives. The findings show that anti-Western narratives and “traditional values”

significantly influence public opinion and political choices in Georgia today.

Keywords: Russian identity, hybrid attacks, political discourse, disinformation, Georgia.
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